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been changed to loathing ; that his punishment would bes
as before, a denial of atonement. Dr. Pratt was surprised
at the reiterated, " Am I dying ? " Even Gilmour scarcely
understood it. One result of the boy's straggle for life was
that he threw off his illness far quicker than would other-
wise have been the case. In a week or two he was sitting
up, hollow-cheeked and feeble, but once more a safe
citizen of the world he had despised.

Oh, it was good to be alive, in spite of the memory of
angtiish past and the dread of anguish possibly to come,
He was only twenty-four, and if that meant many years
in which to suffer, it also meant many years in which to
achieve and atone. His atonement to Spel Land had not
been snatched from him like his atonement to Emily. He
had it yet in his power to give back what he had taken
away, and build up what he had flung down.

These thoughts brought all the more poignantly before
him the pathos of Mills's end; another ten minutes, and
he felt sure that Oliver would have felt like this, grateful
for the flow of blood in his veins, for the breath in Ms lungs,
and the bread between his teeth. Poor devil! Claude
would never forget his own share in that tragedy, nor, he
realized, had he any right to ; but he now knew that the
true atonement for his guilt was not death, but service,
and he faced the future with determination instead of
despair. His hardy attitude was all the more likely to be
maintained, in that certain mists created by youth and
ambition had been dispelled. He required no telling that
the dish awaiting him at Spell Land was not fatted calf,
but humble pie, and he was ready to leave a clean plate-
He had assigned the remainder of his lease to Wilmer
of Great Nineveh, who for some time had cast a covetous
eye on the acres he thought grossly mismanaged by his
neighbour. He was not sorry to go; he knew that
remembrance and regret would follow him wherever he
went, but he felt they would be easier to endure away
from Nineveh. There memory was so strong* so vital, that
sometimes it became incarnate ; and often at twilight he